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It is that Time of Year again! 
 
In fact, I’m a bit behind the times in starting this year’s fundraising.  But I wanted to 
assemble as many student-recipient comments as possible (see below).  This program 
remains a growing success largely because of your continued support.  So please try to help 
this year once again.  Checks can be made payable to MCES and sent to above address. 
 
Tracking Down & Hearing Back from our Recipient-Scholars 
 
Your Administrator likes to keep up with our grantees and see if MCES has truly helped 
them move through college studies and into environmental activities and courses.  So 
emails went out to all 17 recipients since 2014.  Some we naturally just lose track of.  
Others remain around and responsive.  Hope you’ll pardon the length of this but I didn’t 
want to harshly edit the student comments.  
 
Kaiyana Aldrich-Walters (2016 grant cycle) 
 
Kaiyana enrolled at Cal State San Luis Obispo.  In her scholarship essay, she talked about 
loving “all things dirt” (mostly gardening).  Kai graduated with a 4.27 GPA and flexed her 
environmental muscle while at the high school doing, among other things, a reworking and 
cleanup of the school’s community garden.  The MCES Committee of Mark Quattrocchi, Jim 
Luther, and Kathleen Cameron gave her a handsome award and Kai sent a colorful 
handcrafted thank you card, promising the money would “not go to waste.”  It hasn’t.  She 
wrote MCES just after her return from studying for seven summer weeks in Taiwan: 
 
It was a life changing experience. We learned about sustainability, urban ecosystems, and 
how the culture has shaped the land. I made so many friends, both from Cal Poly and from 
Taiwan!  
      



As a junior, I am going to be in all major classes this upcoming fall quarter. I am taking soil 
morphology, geomorphology, soil and water conservation, geologic excursions, and an art 
GE. I am also going to be the Vice President of the Environmental science club (ESC), and 
the president of a new club called Environmental Outreach and education (EOE). In ESC we 
focus on bringing professionals in environmental science to describe their careers and the 
paths that they took to get there. In EOE we are focusing on getting students from all 
majors who are interested in sustainability involved and working together to find out how 
their future careers could be more earth conscious. We also hope to visit local high schools 
and inspire them to pursue careers in environmental management or environmental 
science. Both clubs will include some community service as well.  

 
Overall, I think this year is going to be really fantastic and extremely busy. Thank you so 
much for what MCES does in making these scholarships possible. I am very thankful for 
your support in allowing me to follow my passion for environmental science and really 
couldn’t have done it without your help!  
 
Annika Kao (2017 grant cycle) 
 
I am continuing my education at UC Santa Barbara pursuing a 
Bachelors of Arts in environment studies with a minor in statistical 
science. This summer I was admitted to the honors program in 
the college of letters and science. During my first year I was a 
part of the Excursion club and attended multiple meeting of the 
Environmental Affairs Board as well as volunteered at the Santa 
Barbara Humane Society. I am really enjoying my time at UCSB 
and am extremely glad it is the school I ended up at!  
 
Celia Gonzalez (2018 grant cycle) 
 
I am very grateful for this scholarship and wanted to let MCES know that I started school on 
August 20. I am in an amazing program called Global Humboldt that will help me succeed in 
school and in the career that I decide to pursue. I have been in school for almost a month 
now and I feel that I am doing well even with the struggle of keeping my schoolwork 
balanced with being a “college student.” So far I am acing all my classes and enjoying what 
I am learning.  

Note: Global Humboldt is a themed “learning community” for first year students who are undeclared and 
exploring possible major study areas. The students live in the same residence hall and become a tight-nit 
community. They go on group trips to explore the Arcata/Eureka area and learn more about themselves and 
their interests.  

 

 

 



Diego Toscano (2017 grant cycle)   

As I entered college as a UC Davis Aggie, I hoped to carry over my 
good student habits from high school. However, it did not take long 
before I realized that college is a whole different environment. I 
reflected and learned what I needed to change about myself and, 
now, not only am I ahead of completing my general education classes, 
but I am considering a minor (yet to be decided) on top of a B.S. in 
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology. I am also proud to say that I 
finished with an overall 3.7 GPA with hopes of going to graduate 
school. There is much work yet ahead but this past year has taught me that I am far more 
capable than I expected and ready to take on any challenge. 

Amelia Wirt (2017 Cycle) 

I am again running cross-country for my school...not much down 
time.  I have started my second year and I am continuing with my 
natural resources classes.  And, this year I have added first-
responder classes.  I hope to attend a fire camp this spring break...my 
interest was peaked while taking Intro to Wild Land Fire last year.  
The classes here have been great, difficult at times (Watershed 
Management) and very interesting (Wildlife Biology, Environmental 
Ethics). I am learning so much about all the things that interest 
me.  Thank you again for the scholarship, I am grateful. 

 

Tessa Dickson (2016 Cycle) 

Since the last time I checked in with MCES, I’ve changed my field of study several times 
and finally settled on a major I absolutely love – global disease biology. My new major is an 
offshoot of the One Health Center at UCD and we focus on looking at global health 
problems from the combined perspective of humans, animals, and the environment. This 
summer I was able to spend over a month as a hospital medicine and infectious disease 
intern in Durban, South Africa which really solidified my interest in pursuing a career relating 
to disease and public health. The best part of my studies is that they allow me to combine 
my love of both biology and environmental science and I’m really excited to be a UC Davis 
planetary health student ambassador this upcoming year.  

Emily Symonds (2017 cycle)  

As I am starting into my second year of my time at 
Barnard, the air in New York is humid and I am 
excited! This semester I am emerging myself more 
into science courses (specifically Biology and 
Chemistry). It’s curious to make connections between 



these scientific processes and that of my surroundings (both those back in Mendocino and 
here, in Morningside Heights). Continuing from last year, I’ll be participating in the on-
campus group, “Sprout Up”, which teaches environmental science lessons to 2nd and 3rd 
grade classrooms in the Bronx and Harlem. Now entering my third week of classes, I am 
feeling nothing but grateful to those supporters, like MCES, that allow me to learn here. 

Kiera Poehlmann (2016  cycle) 
 
I am now in my junior year at Fort Lewis College and I feel confident and happy in my 
decision to be a part of this community. This semester, I am most excited about a special 
topics class that I am taking called Environmental and Ecological Education. It is still my 
goal to go into secondary education and I believe the environmentally focus path that I am 
on now will allow me to bring a different perspective to the classroom. I am currently 
studying conservation education, education for sustainability, and environmental 
interpretation of nature-based education. As always, I am so thankful to MCES for their 
contribution toward my collegiate experience and the support of my pursuits. 
 
Jessamyn Koss Waldo (2014 cycle) 
 
I am currently a part of the Elementary Education Program at the University of Hawaii, 
observing and teaching at one of the local schools. I am double majoring in Elementary 
Education and Sociology, just finishing up the requirements for Education. But I have not 
forgotten about Marine Biology and have been working on earning a certificate in Marine 
Biology, while volunteering at the Honolulu Zoo and the Waikiki Aquarium. From my own 
experiences, I’d encourage new students to shop around and take classes that might not 
even be on their radar to open up new interests. College presents so many different 
experiences, each a learning opportunity.   
 
Eric Medina (2014 cycle) 
 
I am about to start my last year of school at UC Santa Cruz, and I will be graduating with a 
B.S. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, and a B.A. in Latin American Latino Studies. 
There are a lot of exciting things going right now. Currently, I am at the beginning of a 
marine ecology course taking place in Corsica, France. We will be staying on a research 
station in the Mediterranean diving to collect data for independent projects. My group and I 
will be studying how jaw morphology may have contributed to the speciation of a family of 
fish called Breams. I am excited to spend time in the beautiful blue water. Besides my 
coursework, I am also taking on two major projects. One is a thesis project that I started 
working on this summer. My project is hard to describe quickly so I won't go into it, however, 
the organisms I am studying are Coho Salmon from Noyo River, Caspar Creek, and 
Pudding Creek. It's really cool working on a project so close to home. The last bit of exciting 
news in my life is that I was recently awarded a Strauss Foundation Scholarship. These are 
scholarships that are meant to fund public service projects proposed by students throughout 
California. I was lucky enough to be one of the 13 recipients of the award this year. My 
project is to revamp a garden on campus that I hope to turn into a place that produces food 
but is also an active force in addressing food insecurity on my campus. My vision is to 



facilitate a space that puts the dialogue around sustainability and health into context with 
diverse aspects of one's identity such as race, gender, and citizenship status. This will 
surely be an excited and busy year! 
 

Donor Comments about MCES upon reading the Bulletin 
 
[Note: A partial reprint from the Winter Bulletin.  The comments were so beautiful, they bore repeating] 

 
“I just wrote a check for $750 and am putting in tomorrow’s mail.  Thank you for keeping 
this alive and well.”  (M. & T., Santa Rosa) 
 
“We will continue our level of support and 
are happy to assist with selection. Thanks 
for initiating and heading-up the scholars 
program.”  (Jeff & Joan Stanford) 
 
“I’m so impressed by the positive effect 
your initiative and follow-thru with this 
project is having on our community + the 
world.  Thanks!”  (Tom W., Albion) 
 
“It is a great cause!  Thank you for 
putting all the time in it!”  (Lillian C., 
Mendo) 
 
“The bulletin is full of enthusiasm and gratitude, and makes the donors feel the whole 
project is very worthwhile.  What lovely young people.  This program is truly laudable and 
worthwhile.  Thank you for your stewardship.”  (D.F., Citrus Heights) 
 

[So, gracious donors… Pat yourselves on your backs!  It seems your 
contributions to MCES are making a difference!] 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  


