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Stop PG&E from Making California Consumers The Biggest Losers 

Dear Editor,  
Local clean power reduces air pollution, creates jobs, and can lower energy costs for all 
members of our communities. But PG&E—along with their other utility cronies—is 
attempting to destroy the California rooftop solar market. It’s time for consumers to take 
action to stop PG&E from winning, and making California consumers and our natural 
environment the biggest losers.  

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) is now considering proposals made by 
PG&E and the other big utilities, which would gut the solar “net metering” program. The 
decision is expected to be made by the middle of December 2015. The decision is still 
being considered, so now is the time to act!  

Net metering has made it economically feasible for Californians—including Mendocino 
County residents— to convert their homes and businesses to clean, green solar energy. 
When solar powered homes and businesses create a surplus of electricity, net metering 
makes it possible for the homeowners, businesses, nonprofit organizations and churches 
to sell their daily surplus to PG&E and to receive credit for that electricity.  

The utilities propose to severely reduce the credit that consumers earn for selling back 
daily surplus electricity, and to greatly increase monthly fees charged to solar 
customers. Together, these changes would destroy the economic incentive for installing 
solar, and would make it much harder for solar energy systems to pay off. Our thriving, 
job creating industry will be decimated by this change.  

At a time when we are trying to reduce the impact of coal and natural gas on climate 
change, the utilities are attempting to get rid of rooftop solar. Is this just business as 
usual? Will we let them get away with this?  

We urge Californians to contact the CPUC and stand up for rooftop solar! There are 
several ways to take action. First, email the CPUC Public Advisor at 
public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov or call 866-849-8390. Then, sign the petition at 
saverooftopsolarca.com.  

And don’t forget to contact your California state elected officials to tell them you support 
solar energy and you want them to help protect net metering. To find out how to contact 
your local representative go to: findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov. You can find more 
information on the fight to save solar energy at our company’s website: 
mendocinosolar.com.  

Sincerely,  

Bruce Erickson & Maggie Watson, CoOwners, Mendocino Solar Service
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